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shall quote appropriate extracts to show how the
life of the Hindus is essentially one in all its varied
creative endeavours. Spirituality;, says Sri Aurobindo,
is the master-key of  the Indian mind.  It is this
dominant inclination of India which gives character
to all the expressions of her culture. In fact, they
have grown out of her inborn spiritual tendency of.
which her religion is a natural outflowering. The
truth of the unity of her various religious efforts a&
well as their synthetic sublimity has been revealed by
Sri Aurobindo in the following words: "The Indian
mind has always realised that the Supreme is the
Infinite and perceived that to the soul in Nature the
Infinite must always  present itself in an infinite
variety of aspects. The aggressive and quite illogical
idea of a single religion for all mankind, a religion
universal by the very force of its narrowness, one set
of dogmas, one cult, one system of ceremonies, one
ecclesiastical ordinance,  one  array  of prohibitions
and injunctions which all minds must accept on peril
of persecution by men and spiritual rejection or eternal
punishment  by   God, 'that  grotesque   creation   of
human unreason which has been the parent of so
much  intolerance,   cruelty  and  obscurantism  and
aggressive fanaticism, has never been able to take
firm hold of the Indian mentality. Men everywhere
have   common    human   failings;   intolerance    and
narrowness especially in the matter of observances
there have been and are in India, violence of theo-
logical  disputation, querulous  bickerings  of sects